
Boil water for 10 minutes, allow to cool.

The dissolved culture medium should 
turn a bright pink colour.

Card A: Preparing Culture Media for 10 Tests.

Close the lid, and then shake to 
dissolve all the powder.

Fill the Media Measuring Device with the 
cooled sterilised water to the bottom lip.

Add 10 spoonfuls of culture media into
measuring tube using the integral spatula.

Sterilise the Media Measuring Device at 
121°C for at least 10 minutes.





Carefully pour the media from the MMD
on to the absorbent pad in the petri dish.

Ensure the absorbent pad is saturated
with a small excess of media at the edges.

Replace petri dish lid to keep contents 
sterile and free from contamination.

Card C: Preparation of the Aluminium Petri Dishes
and Absorbent Pads.

Remove the lid from the tube of absorbent
pads and attach to the pad dispenser. 

Remove lid of sterile petri dish taking 
care only to handle the lid by the sides.

Dispense absorbent pad into petri dish by 
sliding the grooved lever of the dispenser.



Card D: Membrane Filtration of the Sample.

Sterilise forceps tips by passing
them through flame from a lighter.

Allow them to cool.

Peel back clear membrane filter 
outer wrapper. Use sterile forceps 

to separate the white, gridded  
filter from blue backing paper.

Pour water sample into filter funnel
up to 100ml graduation. 

Connect hand-vacuum pump to
 membrane filtration unit and use 

pump to filter the sample. 

When water is filtered, remove filter
funnel & vacuum pump from rubber
base. Remove membrane filter with
sterile forceps; place it grid-side-up
on wetted growth pad in petri dish.

Place the membrane filter directly 
onto the bronze filter support disc

ensuring the gridded side is face-up.

Replace the petri dish lid and label
appropriately. Place into the petri

dish rack until you are ready to
incubate.

Lock membrane filter in place by
pushing filter funnel firmly down 
into position in blue rubber base.

Ensure filter funnel is in the
“Filtration” position.

Pull filter funnel from rubber base 
support. Invert filter funnel, place 

on clean work-surface.



Place petri dishes on a flat surface in 
good natural light. Avoid direct sunlight.

Remove lids. Count yellow colonies more
than 1mm diameter. Use lens if necessary.

DO NOT count colonies that are 
CLEAR, RED or ANY OTHER COLOUR.

Use the grid on the paper to help count
colonies systematically.

Results expressed as colony forming
units per unit volume; CFU/100ml. 

Card E: Counting Colonies and Recording Results.

After incubation remove petri dishes.
Note incubation temperature and period.
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Carte B : Sterilisation de l’unité 
de filtration sur membrane



Carte C : Préparation des boites de pétri en 
aluminium/tampons de culture


















